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on and Change 


he Heritage Railway Stations Protection Act, proclaimed in 1990, 

responded to long-standing and widespread concern that ~ 

Canada’s heritage railway stations were not being afforded. an 
adequate level of protection. The initiative of a private Member of 
Parliament, the Act received the support of all parties and reflects 
the Government of Canada’s strong commitment to the preservation 
of our built heritage. 

The Act applies to all companies governed by the Railway Act. 
The legislation outlines the procedure by which stations are 
designated as heritage railway stations and encourages the 


protection of stations so designated for the benefit of future 


generations. 

According to the Act, no company may in any way alter, 
demolish, or transfer ownership of.a designated station without the 
authorization of the Governor in Council. The Act provides a clear 
process through which proposed changes must be reviewed and 
approved. 


Evaluation of Railway Stations 


Ministerial Decision | Notification of Railway Co. 
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The Designation Process 


¥ Recommendations 
\ for or against 
designation 


ince 1990, the Heritage Railway Stations Committee of the 

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada has been 

systematically evaluating all the stations still owned by 
companies operating under the Railway Act. 

Buildings are evaluated against criteria which measure historical 
and architectural significance, the character of the environment, 
and the station’s status within its community. If a station’s score 
meets an established benchmark, the committee forwards their 
recommendation for designation to the full board, which endorses ~ 
their recommendations to the Minister of Canadian Heritage. It is 


‘the Minister who officially determines the station’s heritage statiss 


and notifies the owning railway company. 
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VIA/CN Station, Sackville, New Brunswick | 
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PWGSC, Heritage Conservation Program, Ottawa 


nce a Station is designated, staff of the Heritage Conservation 

Program of Public Works and Government Services Canada and 

the Heritage Railway Stations Division of Parks Canada prepare 
a Heritage Character Statement for the building. This document 
translates heritage valu@“nto concrete terms, and identifies the | 
station’s important features and qualities. It should be consulted 
whenever repairs or alterations are contemplated. 

. The objective of the Heritage Railway Stations Protection Act is to 
safeguard heritage character. This does not mean freezing a station 
in time, or restoring it to an earlier appearance. The Heritage 
Character Statement provides guidance that is based on 
internationally accepted principles for heritage conservation. 





Windsor Station, Montreal, Québec 


Canadian Pacific Limited, B5401-5 





Railway stations were built during a period when craftsmanship 
was valued and materials were of high quality. The passage of time 
and heavy use has created a rich patina that is part of a station’s 
heritage value. Loss of original features and finishes diminishes 
this value. Minor repairs and upgrading can often extend the — 
useful life of early materials and enhance heritage character. 





Decorative elements such as floor and wall finishes, trim, light 
fixtures, even colour, are part of an overall design that establishes 
the character of a building. When modifications are required, 


designers must recognize each station’s unique style in order to 


protect:and enhance ‘it.. For example, sleek modern. finishes are’ 
inappropriate in an ornate historic interior, but may be compatible 
with existing finishes in a station of modern design. _— 


VIA (former CP Rail) Station, Trois-Rivieres, Québec 





Ministére de la Culture et des Communications du Québec, EE.81.0017.24a[35], Québec 


° Respect for Early Patterns of Use 


_. Train stations were designed to. handle the flow of freight and 
passenger traffic with efficiency and flair. The ambience of points of 
arrival and departure, and the distinction between public spaces and 
working areas, can be maintained even when uses change. 


‘ Cautious Approach to Change 


Some common construction practices’ and materials are 
inappropriate, even dangerous, when used in early buildings. Harsh 
paint strippers or cleaning chemicals can damage brick or stone. 

Repointing old walls with modern cement-rich mortars inhibits 


. evaporation of moisture through the joints and stresses the brick or 


stone, leading to damage. 

The introduction of modern insulation, vapour barriers, vinyl 
siding or impermeable coatings can have serious physical 
consequences on historic wall assemblies which were designed to 
principles very different from modern construction. 

Any modification that could affect the way the station’s materials 
and assemblies behave should be preceded by thorough investigation 
and consultation with knowledgeable professionals. 


CP Rail Station, McAdam, New Brunswick 
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ailway companies considering changes to a station designated 
under the Heritage Railway Stations Protection Act have a legal 
obligation to obtain authorization prior to beginning the work. 
Notifying the Secretariat of the Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada as early as possible is a good way to begin 
dialogue about the appropriateness of proposed alterations. 
Requests for authorization must be submitted to the Minister of . 
Canadian Heritage. At the same time the company must post 
public notice of its intention, providing an opportunity for 
concerned citizéns to comment on the proposal ~The public then 
has 60 days to file objections. j 
During this period, the Minister formally refers the proposal to 
the Secretariat of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of 
Canada, and to the Heritage Conservation Program. Staff. from 
these groups work with railway company representatives toward - 
any design resolutions that are required. » Objections from thes 
public are considered as part of the design review. 


The Alteration Review Process 


HSMBC = 
é Secretariat Minister : 
Railway and of Privy. 
Company § Heritage Canadian | Council 
Conservation Heritage 
Program 
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in-Council 





While the Act allows six months for this design and technical 
review, the process can be shorter when proposed. changes respect 
heritage character. 

Once it is agreed that the proposal will not have a negative effect 


on the heritage features of the station, the Secretariat submits its 


report to the Minister for a decision. When the. resulting Order-in- 
Council is approved, the Minister advises the railway company that 
it can proceed with the changes. | | 

If the design of the proposed changes to the station cannot be 
resolved in such a way as to respect heritage character, the Minister 
may refuse to authorize the work. The Act provides for penalties of 
$50,000 to-.$1,000,000 for companies who proceed with work 
without the authorization of the Governor in Council. 


« Emergency Repairs 


Within the Act there are provisions for emergency repairs when 
public safety, or the building itself, is at risk. The Secretariat of the 
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada should be 
consulted in all cases to determine whether the proposed work 
qualifies as a response to an emiergency situation. 





CN (former GTR) Junction Station, St. Marys, Ontario 


os 


' PWGSC, Heritage Conservation Program, Ottawa ~ 


Summary. 


\ ailway companies have a legal responsibility to protect the 
heritage character of designated stations in their care. These six _ 
points are key to ensuring that repairs or alterations to heritage 

railway stations meet the requirements of the Heritage Railway | 
Stations pen Act: , 


be Consult the Heritage Character Statement for your station; 

2. Apply the principles of conservation; 

one Notify the Secretariat of the Historic Sites and Monuments 
Board of Canada through your company officials pee! in 


the project ee 


4. Consult with the Heritage Conservation Program eanly in 
the design phase; eee 


5. Get expert advice; and, most importantly, 


6: Obtain the proper authorization before beginning work. — 


% 


VIA (former CN) Station, Vancouver, British Columbia. 





PWGSC, Heritage Conservation Program, Ottawa 


The success of the Heritage Railway Stations Protection Act 
ultimately depends on the individuals who manage and care for the 
stations daily, and on the private citizens who continue to express 
concern for the protection of these resources. Each designated 
station is an important part of the history of a railway corporation 
and of the heritage of the Canadian people. 





VIA/CN Station, Brantford, Ontario 


National Archives of Canada,: PA 164442, Ottawa 


qFor Further Information 


uestions about designation or alteration of railway stations 
under the Heritage Rat Stations Protection Act should be 
addressed to: 


Executive Secretary 

Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada 
25 Eddy Street, 5th Floor 

Hull, Québec 

K1A OM5 


Tel.: (819) 997-4059 
Fax: (819) 953-4909 ~ 


Copies of this booklet, and the video which it accompanies, can 
also be obtained by writing to the address listed above. . 
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